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PREFACE
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I+ ¢the principles of war (as contained in #AFM 1-1) are
regarded as "generally accepted major truths which have been
proven successful in the art and science of conducting war,"

(18:2-4) then one might reasonably expect the study of a militar.,
war fighting operation to reveal the application of some, most,
or possibly all the principles of war. In fact, it 1e the
purpose of this project to examine the Selma Campaign of the
American Civil War and analyze it for evidence of the application
of those principles. To accomplish that purpose, a history of
the Selma Campaign is presented which emphasizes the deplorment
and employment of Union and Confederate forces. Following the
history, & principle-by-principle of war analysis of the campaign
highlights those military actions or events that demonstrate the
application or oversight of each principle by the opposing
plavers. Al though the Seima Campaign occurred nearly 120 vyears
agce and the principles of war have been recently revised and
expanded (from nine to 12 principles), I think »cu will be =
surprised as | was to find that this campaign indeed reveals
examples of the application of each principle. Firnally,
tollowing the analysis of the campaign, there is a gquided
discussion lesson plan for use in the study of the principles of
war and the Selma Campaign.

[l

But before you begin reading the history of the Selma
campaign, | want to alert you to three items of style. First,
this history of the Selma Campaign is a running narrative. In
other words, it frequently shifts back and forth between Unicon
and Confederate activities. Al though this approach requires =

reader’s close attention, it permits a more accurate time
sequence portrarval of events. Second, at certain junctions,
lengthy quotes are used. In almost every case, the purpose of

the quote is two-fold; it substantiates a peoint and gives you the
flavor of 19th century military writing. Finally, when citing
Union and Confederate wunits <(e.g., divisions, brigades, and
regiments), I have used a combination of upper and lower cace
letters. For example, <since the Confederatecs did nrot number
their units but referred to them using their commanders’ names,
»ou will find Confederate unit cites beginning with an upper case
letter (e.g. Chalmers’ Division and Jackson’s Division). On the
other hand, Union unit cites will begin with upper case letters
when referred to by their numerical designations (e.g. the Second
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Division? and lower case letters when referred to wusing the
commanders”  names.e,g. Upton’'s divicion was the Fourth Division).,
Hopefullv, thies alerts vou tc stylistic perturbationes 1n the tex!
that might have cotherwicse distracted you,

Fimally, ! would be remiss if I did not thank Major
Lieutenant Colonel celectee) Neal LCertain for his assistance n
developing this project and Mre. Margaret Tucker for her t.ping
ZUppar t.
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Chapter Qne

SETTING THE STAGE

fc the fall of 18484 approcached, the fate of the Conftederac.
began tc unfold. The South’s two great armiecs, General Robert E.
Lee's 1n Virginia and General Joseph E., Jchnston s in Tennecsee,
were being seriously challenged by the armies cof Lieutenant
General Ulysses S. Grant{ commander of all! Unicn armies?) and
Major General William T, Sherman. The face-cff in \Virginia
between Grant and Lee had stagnated as Grant laid seige to
Petersturg and Richmond. To the southwest ,however, Sherman
doggedly stalked Johnston from Chattancoga, Tennecssee 1nto
Gecrgia. After more than 15 battles, capped by the Union wictor:
at Jonesboro, Georgia on September 1, 1844, General John B. Hood
(who had replaced Johnston) decided to withdraw from Atlanta, &
subsequent Confederate defeat at Allatoona, Georgia convinced
Hood to Jleave Georgia altogether and repair to Alabama and
Missicsippi.

Grant wanted Sherman to pursue Hood, but Sherman had cther
decigns. Sherman preferred to leave Major Gerneral George H.
Thomas to defend Tennessee, where Hood was expected ta nwade
eventually, With Thomae in position ta counter Heood, Sherman
planned to march from Atlanta to the Attantic. After reaching the
ocean, Sherman would march north toc help Grant defeat Lee. In
ear!ly November 1844, Grant approved Sherman’s plan.

In preparation for his "March to the Sea," Sherman asked
Grant in September 1844, for a capable cofficer to lead h:=
cavalry., In return, Grant asked Lieutenant Gerneral Philip H,
Sheridan, Commander of the Army of the Potomac’s LCavalry Corpe,
to recommend an officer wheo could do the job. Sheridan replied.
"1 have ordered [then Brigadierl General Wilson to report tao
Shermar . He is the best man for the position" (4:282). Grant
then informed Sherman, "I believe Wilson will add fifty per cent
to the effectiveness of your cavalry" (14:282).

Wilson had graduated from West Point in 1840, Hie academ:
record entitled him to the first position, but the man was

e

habi tual brawlter. Alwars i. trouble and amassing demerits, he
gtill managed to graduate among the top ten. His first
assignment, with the Topographic Engineers, took him to the

Pacific Northwest. With the outbreak of the war he requested =
transfer to a combat position and went to Tennecssee to join

Grant's army. There he organized Grant‘s topcocgraphic section
into the equivalent of a modern day intelligence section. UWilsaon
impressed Grant and Wilson rose to lieutenant cclconel., Im his

staff position, however, lieutenant colonel was the highest rank
Wilson could attain. To remedy that situation, Grant, in 1883,
promoted Wilson to brigadier general of valunteers, The
cpportunity for combat Wilson had waited for finally arrived with
hie assignment as Chief of the Cavalry Bureau. Al though newver
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having <cerved with the cavalry before, Wilson completely
recrganized that branch, rearming it with the new Spencer
carbines and cbtaining new mounts (17:40),

Thus, Grant <sent Wilson to Sherman with the intention that
Wilsan would ascsist Sherman’s "March to the Sea" by commanding a
strong cavalry force. In addition, he hoped Wilson would bke
allowed to move south into Alabama. In Alabama, Wilson could aid
Mayjer General E.R.S. Canby (who had been ordered to move on
Mcbile, Alabama’> as well as Sherman. Additiconally, Wilson’s move
inte Alabama could strike the Confederacy’s greatest industrial
area, such as it was, and severely damage or destror the South’c
war sustaining capabilities, Thomas agreed with Grant‘s proposal
arnd wrote Sherman saying, "I hope you will adopt Grant‘s idea
turning Wilson loose, rather than undertake the plan of a march
with the whole force through Georgia to the sea, ..." (9:211),
Al though Sherman at first disagreed with setting Wilson lcose, he
eventually would send Wilson to Thomas to help defend Tennessee.
Later developments, in fact, would result in Wilson’s striking
out into Alabama with an independent force.

Under Sherman, Wilson‘s first job was to fully mount and
equip Brevet Major General Kilpatrick’s 4,500 man division which
viculd accompany Sherman on the "March to the Sea." Next, Wilson
had to prepare the remaining cavalry divisions to aid Thomas in
the defeat of General John Bell Hood in Tennessee (14:283),

Decspite his personal feelings, on November 9, 1864, General
Sherman issued orders for the reorganization of the Cavalry Corps
of the Military Department of the Mississippi. Accordingl »,
Wileon went to Nashville tc serve with Thomas. By November 14th,
Wileon had 10,000 troops under his command. After only four

weeks, Wilson and his new corps fought in the Battle of
Nashville., Although little time had elapsed since the cavalry’s
recrganization, they were successful in combat and Hood was

defeated (8:133).

Immediately +following the Battle of Nashville, Wilson
established headquarters at Huntsville, Alabama, nine miles north
of the Tennessee River. Huntsville’s run-down condition and
inaccessibility caused Wilson to move his headquarters to
Gravelly Springs, Alabama. The corps was placed in cantonments
stretching from Gravelly Springs to Waterlco Landing.
Interestingl», Wilson’s deployment to Alabama resulted from
Thomas® contention that his army was ill-prepared to activelyw
pursue Hood into Alabama or Mississipp! following the Battle of
Nashville, Consequently, Grant opted for a cavalry expediticon
into the region in lieu of a full-scale pursuit of Hood.

During January and February 1845, Wilson conducted intence
training in the cantonments. Decpi te all types of weather,

drills and inspections were conducted. Wileon later said, "The
tinal wictory over Forrest and the Rebel Cavalry was won by
patient industry and instruction while in the cantonmente of

Gravelly Springs and Waterloo" (14:38).
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Ts be sure, camp life was neither glamorcuse nor comfor tabile.
The troops worked hard each dar and had toe forage thesr own focd
from the surrounding countryside. The little food cupplied ta
them was terrible and hardly worth eating, Commenting on  same
fcod zupplies, Captain T.C. Gilpin, of Brewet Major General
Uptornn’s Fourth Division, said:

They also sent us compressed cakes which Lun,
our mess cook, calls “‘desecrated vegetables

We have boiled, baked, fried, stewed, pickled,
sweetened, salted it, and tried it in puddings,
cakes and pies; but it has set all modes of
cooking at defiance, so the bors break 1t up

and smokKe it in their pipes. They sa» the Dutch
of the ‘Fourt’ Missouri’ Know how to cock it,
but we are too proud to learn (135:623).

Llith practically all their time occcupied, the troops pursusd
recreation during their free time. Two favorite pastimes of the
troops were Bible reading and card plaring. With tongue 11
cheek, Gilpin explained:

Bullets play csome very funny tricks; cometimes

a testament or deck of cards will deflect a

bullet from the heart of some mother’s darling,

and for that reason one shoculd read hiec testament
and play cards when he goes for a coldier (15:638).

Natwi thstanding all these inconveniences, the cavalry corps
developed into a protficient military force.

Grant‘s original plan <for the cavalry expedition intc
Alabama called for Wileson's cavalry force to be 5,000 strong.
However, both Thomas and Wilson felt this number would be
ineufficient +Ffor the task and vulnerable to defeat. Wilean
strongly urged that he be allowed to use hics entire cavalry force
as an independent command. This, he felt, would insure the

defeat of Forrest and the capture of Selma, Tuscaloosa,
Mcritgemery, and Columbus (16:38), In addition, it would mare
likely insure that Hood could not interfere with Sherman’s

movement and would divert the Confederates from Canbr's actiwit-
at Mobile.,

Orn February 23rd, in a meeting between Wilson, Grant, and
Thomas, Grant approved Wilson‘s plan. After striking Selma and
Montgomery, Grant told Wilson he could move ta Mississippi or
Georgia depending on the conditions at the time. Therefcre,
Witson received "the amplest latitude as an independent
commander" (6:5).,

During late Januarr and early February, Wilson'e corps
increased ta six divisions commanded by Brigadier Generals E.
McCeook, Eli Long, Edward Hatch, R.W. Johnson, J.F. Knipe, and
Brzvet Major General Emory Uptorn. Early in Februarv orders
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arrived informing Wilson that Johnson‘s division would be remaved
from hie command and sent to Tennessee. Knipe‘s division would
be <sent scuth to join Canby at Mobile and Hatch’s division to
Eastport, Mississippi to quard the Tennessee and Mississippi
Rivers, Wilson’e three remaining divisiaons plus the Fourth
Regular Cavalry numbered 13,500 (&6:10).,

On March 11th, Wilson reviewed Long’s Second Division. The
glamour that wusually accompanied such a ceremony was absent.
Neither women nor newspaper correspondents were present and there
was not a Congressman within 100 miles (15:619). Wilson’s
cshurming of Union officials and newspapermen served its purpose.
For although Confederate Lieutenant General Richard Taylor and
Major General Nathan B, Forrest Knew the enemy was concentrating
near Grawvelly Springs, they had no idea as to their strength or
mission (12:3197).

As for the Confederates, they were busily reorganizing their
faorces in eastern Mississippi and northern Alabama in
anticipation of an invasion. From Corinth, Mississippi, on
December 27th, Nathan B. Forrest issued his men 20-dars furlough
inctructing them to return home and acquire new clothing, arms,
recruits, and mounts. While in route, they were to harass, as
much as possible, any Union troops in the area (13:311-512).

In early January, Forrest sent Brigadier General P.H., Roddey
and his Brigade east from Corinth to watch the Tennessee River
and to report any enemy movements from Gravelly Springs.
However, Roddey was unexpectedly attacKked by Colonel William J.
Falmer who in mid-January was ordered tc move into northern
Alabama, defeat Roddey’s force, and destroy Hood’s supply train.
Palmer succeeded, striking Roddey while most of his men were at
their homes., Ironically, Roddey’s failure brought Forrest
ancther star. As a result of Palmer‘s raid, General Pierre
Gustave Toutant Beauregard suggested "all the cavalry of the
department [should]l be put under one commanding general --
Forrecst” (35:420). Late in January, Richard Tarlor, commander cof
the area from the Chattahoochee River to the Mississippi River,
en ~ted Beauregard’s suggestion by promoting Forrest to
Lizotenant General and appointing him Commander of Cavalry of the
District of Alabama, Mississippi, and Ea:*t Louiziana (95:420).

~As the new commander, one of Forrest‘s firet acts was to
consclidate hise command. Brigadier General William H. Jackson
received a division composed of Colonel Tyree H. Bell“s and
Ccionel Edward RucKer’s Tennessee Brigades, and Brigadier
General L.5. Rose’ Texans. Three Mississippi brigades commanded
by Brigadier Generals Fran¥ Armstrong, Wirt Adams and Peter B.
Starke formed another division commanded by Brigadier General
Jamesz R. Chalmers. Forrest also commanded Brigadier General Dan
Adame forces which were in the District of Mississippi. In all,
Forrest had nearly 10,000 men under his command (13:514; 14:3%;
S:422).
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During late Februarr, both Wilson’s and Forrest = concern
about the other’s activities increased. On  the 23rd, whi'le
Wilson met with Grant and Thomas, a Union detachment went t-
Rienz', Mississippi to diccuss the passibility of supplying Union
prisoners with shoes, <clothing, and blankets. Under a flagy of
truce they met and talked with Forrest for sewven hours. Mar e
impaortant, however, Wilson sent with this party Captain Lewis H.
Hosea, "one of his most observant cfficers” (5:423) to gather
informatiaon concerning the condition of the country, its fcocod
cupply, military resources, and especially to ectimate Forrest =
state «of mind and his general intentions, Returning from the
trip, Hosea reported to Wilson. fmong other thinge, Hosea
related that Forrest, upcocn hearing Wilson was & West Foint
graduate and a former engineer officer, replied that "he knew
nothing of military tactics, except what he had learned in actual
campaigrning."” Forrest then added, "But I alwaycs make it a rule
to get there first with the most men" {(5:424). Apparently the
Confederate general, despite any hardships, intended to defend
fiercely northern A)abama,

Qn March 1st, Major E.B. Beaumont diespatched an order +from
Wilson to Upton concerning & future crossing place cver the
Tennessee River. The order instructed Upton to "send a <taf+
cfficer down to Waterlco Landing to ascertain whether it 1=
practicable to embark the troopes of »our command at that place"
(19: Pt.1, 808>. Wilson received an answer on March 15th, that
Waterioo Landing was catisfactory for the transit,

Cn March 19th, with the crossing readr, Wilson infarmed
Thomas his corps was fully prepared and they would march the
following morning. From all he could gather, Wilsan told Thomas,
Forrest appeared to be concentrating his force about Tuscaloosa.
Therefore, he hoped to move as rapidly as possible to the Black
Warrior River before Forrest could prepare for hie arrival
(8:28). On March 20th, however, Wilson notified Brigadier Generaz'
Whipple, Chief—-of-Staff to Thomas, that due ta a delay in the
arrival of necessary forage, the corpse could not proceed south
(8:37). Heavy spring rains also contributed to the delay, but b
the 21st, 11 was <cet for the crossing of the Tennessee
(3:139,142)», A 250 mile march to Selma lay before them.
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Chapter Two

W TO SELMe&

On larch 2zZnid, the campaign began. Lieutenant W.L. Cur-« ot
the First Ohioc recalled:

Newver can I forget the brilliant scene, as
regiment after regiment filed gaily ocut of
camp, decked in all the paraphernalta of war,
wi th gleamirg arms and guidons gtitven to wanton
breeze. 5tirring bugle songse woke the
slumber ing echoes of the wcodz; cheer upon
cheer went up from jorful lips, and brave
tearts beat high with anticipation. But all
knew that, 1ike the conquistadores of Cortez,
they burned the:r ships behind them when the.,
left the Tennessee, staking all upon success
(16:38).

The Union corps was well trained and equipped and Wilson could
proudl y boast he had under his command the greatest cavalry force
ever ascsembled cn this continent (16:38; 13:518).

The first 80 miles to be covered were through the mountainous
regron of northwestern Alabama. Svpplying a large force 1n such
a desovlate region posed a serious problem. Wilson calcutated the
campaign would not last more than &0 daye and so he prepared
accordingly., Each trooper carried five~dars light rations in tz
haversack, one extra <set of horse thces, and 100 rounds ¥
ammunition, Pack mules carried another five-dare cations of hard
b.ead and ten-days of csugar and salt. The supply» train includgs=d
250 wagcors carrying 45-dars supply of ccoffee, 20 of sugar, 15 ot
galt, and eight rounde of ammunition per man. In addition, the
corps had & pontoon train of 30 canvas boats in anticipation o+
the many streams and rivers to be crossed (12:190-171),

Heavy spring rains not only caused the streams arnd rivers tc
overflow, but many of the roads were either in miserzble
condition or impazsable. Since Wilson primarily wanted *to
advance rapidly, he ordered all wagons to be returned to the

Tennessee as soon as ther were emptied. When General Laon.
received the instructions he mistakenly read "extra wagone" asz
"extra majors.” He replied to Wilson that he could not compl.

with the order since he had no "extra majors" to speak of.,
Within & +ew hours the whole affair was settled and the '"ertra
wagone” went back to the Tennessee while the majors remained with
the division (12:191).

Afisr crossing the Tennessee, the three divisions pursued
divergent routes (See campaign map at p. $>. Wilson hoped thisz
fragmentation of his corps, all parts remaining within supporting
distance of each other, would confuse the enemy as to their resd
objective. Such an advance would also permit more rapid movemsnt
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and provide enough fcorage for each division. The region was in
such poor condition that had the entire corps travelled in a
single column, the horses and mules might not have survived the
campatgn (12:192-193»., Therefore, Upton travelled the east route
passing by Ruscsellville and Mount Hope, through Jasper, and on to
Saundere” Ford on Mulberry Fork of the Black Warrior River,
Leng's division f(with whom Wilson travelled) moved by war of
Cherokee Station, Frankfort, and then south along Byler Road. At
Upper Bear Creek he would swing east and join Upton near the
Black Warrior, McCook followed Long to Upper Bear Creek where,
rather than turning east, he would continue south to Eldridge.
From there McCook would turn east and unite with the other twco

divicions (12:192-193), I1f Forrest interpreted these movements
the way Wilson intended them to be, the Confederate general wcuild
undoubtedly anticipate Tuscaloosa as the Union objective. I+

Forrest were to concentrate his forces there, the Federals could
out flarkKk him and strike Selma virtually unopposed.

The columns proceeded practically unnoticed for 9( miles
S371). On the night of March 22nd, Wileon camped at Barton
Station. The following merning he and his escort moved toward
Fuccellville where they camped for the night. Upon arriving
there, Wilscon found his scouts had captured 23 Confederates.
Among  them were a major and a captain from Roddey’s command.
There was :.1so:

oie ‘pussy’ fellow, a swashbuckler in a butter-

nu* coat, who called himself ‘colonel’,land] looked
like Sir John Falstaff. They told us he had been
in Lee’s army, and had come home to raise a
regiment; he had been on furlough a year and

over, and had not raised it vet. Forrest, en-
forcing a pitiless conscription, drafted him and
put him in the ranks (15:628-429).

The information gleaned from the captives indicated Forrest was
hard-pressed for manpower.

The divicsions continued to push on as quickly as possible.
Fortunately, the Spring rains that delaved tne force at Gravelly
Springs failed to reappear. The corps made continuous progress
and Wilson arrived at Jasper at 11:30 A.M., on the 27th. At this
point, Upton was well in the advance with Long and McCook to the
rear (19: Pt.1, 471-475, 350-380).

At Jasper, Wileson learned from his scouts that an enem»
force was moving through Bridgeville and Tuscaloosa toc Selma.
With this threat approaching, the race for Seima began. Wilson
directed his diviesion commanders to:

...replenish the haversacks, pack everything
they muet take with them on mules, leave the
wagone, haul! nothing but the artillery, and
march with the greatest possible rapidity by
way of Elyton to Montevallo (13:518-519).,
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That afternoon Wilson detached Brigadier General Jokn T.
Croxton with the Firest Brigade of McCook’'s division to go to
Tuscalooea and destroy everything there of military importarce.
Of greater importance, Wilson instructed Croxton to remain there
and guard against any enemy attempt to advance on the rear of the
caolumn. Unknown then was Croxton’s future encounter with Will:am
H. Jackson’se Division, The delay Croxton would impose on Jackeon
would prove helpful to the success of the campaign (1&:39),

Just south of Jasper, the rising waters of the Black Warrior
caused doubt about the feasibility of crossing Mulberr» Fork.
The only alternate site seemed to be Saunders' Ford which Upton
reached on the 27th. Arriving at the ford, Upton feared he could
not make the <crossing without the pontcoon train. Atter
personally examining the ford, however, Upton decided it wxas
still passable (12:203). To make certain the croscsing was safe,
Upton put one of his Confederate prisone~s on horseback and
o¥fered him his freedom if he would cross the fork and return.
The Rebel accepted the offer and succeeded. Al though the
prisoner gained his freedom, Upton gained perhaps a day‘s time b»
not having to wait for the water to recede (15:831). The
division waded across the fork and pushed on eight and & half
miles to Locust Fork. The second appendage of the Black Warrior
wae crossed and on reaching its south bank Upton headed for
Elvton. With the roads in better condition and only meeting
slight enemy resistance, the division marched all night of the
27th passing through Elyton.

By the evening of the 28th Upton reached the north bank of
the Cahaba River while Wilson and the rect of the corps were on
the south bank of Locust Fork. Upton now found the ford acrcss
the Cahaba obstructed by fallen timbers making it impassable.
S, Upton wheeled his division south te Hillsboro where he
located & railroad bridge. PBRrevet Brigadier General Edward F.
Wincslow’s brigade placed cross-ties along the rails of the
quarter-mile bridge and made it safe for crossing (12:204-20%),

Decspite the tack of resistance, Wilson Knew Forrest was up
to comething. Wilson respected his adversary as a resourceful
and cunning opponent and Knew at any moment Forrest could
materialize before him. To be sure, Forrest was preparing for
Urnion invasion, however, the Confederate commander was at
marked disadvantage. His force of approximately 10,000 men wa
scattered throughout Mississippi and Alabama. Forrest knew of
Union build-ups at Pensacola, Mobile, and Gravelly Springs, but
he did not know the direction from which an invasion might ccme.
Both he and Taylor, after conferring, decided Canby might by-pass
Mobile and march on Selma or Montgomery. Therefore, Forrect
begarn preparations to meet a southerly attack (12:19%; 19: Pt. 2,
11485,

by

om

On March 22nd, Forrest sent word to Chalmere {(whose Divigion
was 3,648 strongs at Pickenswville, Alabama, toc be ready to march
at a moment’s notice. The following day, at Tarlor’s suggestion,
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Forrest ordered Chalmers to move to Selma. Armstrong‘s Brigade
fcllowed Chalmers, Forrest then ordered Brigadier General A,
Buford’s Brigade, already near Selma, to move to Selma at once
and construct & pontoon bridge across the Alabama River,
Afterward, Buford would detach part of his Brigade to watch for
anv enemy movements from Pensacola or Mobile. Notwi thstanding
tire concentration of forces toward Selma, Forrest still did not
Know Wilson’s objective (4:12-13).

On the 24th, Taylor and Forrest reviewed Jackson’s Division
and Crossiand’s Brigade. After the review, Crossland was ordered
to mouve to Montevallo, report to Dan Adams, and relieve Roddey so
e could move south. The once scattered force now headed toward
Selma (12:199).

The only Confederate wunit not yet <set in motion .was
Jackson’s Divisian, However, on the 25th, Tayxlor directed
Forrest to have Jackson move by way of Tuscaloosa to Selma. The
follawing day Taylor received word that Wileson had arrived at
Ruscsellville and was moving south, In turn, Taylor notified
Forrest to have Jackson’s Division, "meet, whip, and get rid of"
Wilson‘s column (1%: Pt., 2, 1140).

As late as the 2é6th, the Union objective stil) elluded the
Confederates. Captured Montgomery newspapers dated March 25th
and 27th, revealed that Confederate attention focused on Mobile
and Pensacola rather than on Wilson, They also showed Wilson’s
force numerically underecstimated (4:14),

Forrest <finally left West Point, Mississippi for Selma on
March 28th. When orders from Taylor arrived instructing Forrest
to move out, a problem arose. Forrest had always recruited men
from the region in which he fought. This, he felt, not only gave
his men a psychological advantage, it alsoc aided their movement
since they were familiar with the area. Therefore, on leaving
blest Point, many of the men thought they were eventually going tc
Join General Johnston’s army in North Carolina. Since Forrest’'s
troops, for the most part, came from Mississippi and Alabama,
they grew distraught, Desertion became a serious problem (6:14),
Mot only did the Confederate general have to worry about
protecting north and central Alabama, he now had to make sure he
held onto a large enough force to accomplish the task.

By this time, the bulk of Wilson‘s force was proceeding
south +from Locust Fork. Between the Black Warrior’s two forks
the wagon train was left under the command of Captain William E.
Brown, acting chief quartermaster, and Major Archer, with a
de tachment of men from Major Hubbard’‘s train guard. Without all
the wagons, and with better road conditione ahead, the march grew
easier and faster.

While Wilson moved toward the Cahaba, Upton set about
destroying the iron works, rolling mills, and collieries south of
Elyteon (19:Pt.1, 472). This would be the beginning of widespread
deztruction to the Confederate war industry in the region.
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Uptorn‘e leveling of these industries could seriocusly disrupt
cperation of Selma’s arsenal, foundries, and navy »ard since theyr
were the source of materials needed to construct rames, mun:i tions,
rifles, cannons, and uniforms.

#s Upton continued to inflict damage south of the Cahaba,
Wilson, on the 28th, set afire the Cahaba Iron Worke and a numter
of rolling mills and collieries at Elyton. Wilson left the small
town, now the site of Birmingham, at ?:30 A.M. and skirmishing
with Roddey scon began. Long’es Second Brigade, led by Colone!
R.B. Minty, charged the enemy detachment with sabers drawn.
Roddey’s rear guard was routed quickly and the Cahaba was reached
at 3:00 P.M. However, Roddey awaited the Union column con the
south bank of the river. As soon as the Union advance guard
appeared, the Confederates opened fire. The Federals returned the
fire and the fight soon fizzled. Since it was getting late and
raining, Wilson decided to camp for the night on the north bank
without attempting a <crossing (15:632-633). While the men
bivouacked, Wilson and his staf4 lodged at a nearby farmhouse. At
the house,

one of the soldiers while halted, picked up
a book lying open on the porch, and reading
the title 'Les Miserables', asked the ald
gentlemen [who owned the housel] if it was
about Lee’s soldiers? The old man gave him
a queer smile, but did not reply (15:633).

Early on the 29th, Wilson crossed the Cahaba. Long“s and
McCcok’s divisions, however, did not complete the crossing until
the next day. By the 30th, Upton was approaching Montevallo and
engaging Confederate skirmishers. Four miles abowve the town he
came upon tLyon’s Brigade which had taken a strong posttion behind
temporary breastworks atop a crescent-shaped ridge with a stream
below. The ridge banks were steep and muddy and the only means
of croscsing the stream was a small wooden footbridge situated
below the middle of the Confederate line. A thick woods provided
the enemy excellent cover (8:13-16), The Fourth Division had
pursued Lyon‘s rear guard so closely the Rebel’c had no time to
destroy the bridge. Upton‘s advance guard, holding the crossing,
decided to await the arrival of the recst of the division before
attacking. A short while elapsed before the attack began.

The Tenth Missouri dismounted, and stealing
forward on foot from tree to tree, and

crawling through the bushes in the open.

When in close quarters they rose, and

delivered their volley in the faces of the
astonished Confederates, and at the signal,

the Third lowa charged down the main road,

and over the bridge with drawn sabres (4:15-14).

Upton“s men routed the Confederates who lost both weapons anrd
equipment. Continuing on, Upton reached Montevallo by 1:00 F.M,
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Since Wilson would not reach Montevallo for 24 hours, Upton
again set about destroying local industry. He leveled the Red
Mountain, Columbiana, and Bibb County Iron Works, the Cahaba
Valley Rolling Mills and numerous collieries (11:84),

By now Forrest knew Wilson‘’s corps was heading for Selma,
but Forrest still found himself in an awkward position. Although
Chalmers, Jackson, Armstrong, and Starke were on their way to
Selma, they were west of the Cahaba., A plan now came to Forrest.
He would mass his force north of Selma in front of the Union
corps. At the same time he would have Jackson’s Division follow
the Federal’s rear along the state road. Then, when he engaged
the Union column in the front, Jackson would attack their rear
and flank. This pincer maneuver was a favorite of Forrest’s and
held promise of success (13:524-525).

On the 3lst, Forrest directed Jackeon to move scuth from
Tuscaloosa and follow Wilson from Montevallo, Subsequently, he
ordered Chalmers to move direct!y tc Ebenezer Church where
Forrest would make his stand.

From Montevallo the wunited Union corps continued scuth
cighting the enemy in force just outside the town. The Fourth
Division concealed itself amid some woods and Upton sent out
dismounted skirmishers, directing them to fall back if attacked.
At 1:00 P.M,, as Wilson approached the town, the enemy attacked.
It was Roddey’s Brigade along with Crossland’s 300 Kentuckiane
and Dan Adams’ 300 state militia. Upton, remaining in the town,
watched as his skirmishers fell back. Short exchanges of fire
ensued (13:524-525). By now Wilson with the Fourth Regular
Cavalry¥ had arrived. Long was closing rapidly.

Roddey, Crosstand, and Adams had been sent north by Forrest
tea stall the advancing Union cavalry 1long enough to allow
Chalmers, Armstrong, and Starke to reach Ebenezer Church. As the
Confederates moved within a few hundred yards, Wilson grew
anxious. Suddenly turning to LUpton he said, "Upton, I think you
have let them come far enough; move out!" (8:1350),

The Fourth Division fcrmned into column of fours, Ae  they
rode through Montevallo they broke to a trot. Once outside the
city they bolted to a gallop. As Brevet Brigadier General Andrew
J. Alexander’e brigade charged the center of the Confederate
line, Winslow’'s brigade enveloped the enemy’s left flank. To add
tc the Union onsliupht, Rodney’s four-piece battery mcoved
forward and with estreme accuracy pounded the Confederate line.
Wileon said:

The charge was a beautiful cone, and the
pursuit which followed was maintained by
both Alexander and Winslaw till long after
dark, and resulted in the capture of many
priconers, and much loose material, which
the flying enemy was compelled tc abandon
(11:85.
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The Fourth Division, acting quickly, drove the Confederates back
once more without undue delay.

Scarcely had the column become stretched ocut along the rozd
south of Montevallo, when a Confederate force attacked Roadner s
battery which had been delayed in crossing Six Mile Creek. The
Confederates came within 100 vards of the Federal battery withaout
being noticed, There they formed into column of fours and

5 charged wi th their six-shooters drawn,surprising the unsuspecting
Union soldiers. Two battalions of the Fourth Iowa, to the rear
of the battery, heard the commotion and charged forward.
Arriving within moments, they dismounted and charged on foot.
With the arrival of the lowans, the Federals regained their poice
and repellied the Rebels, Unknown to the Umion troops, Forrest
had personally led this attack (4:148; 13:529). He, with his
escort of Colonel McCulloch’s Second Missouri and a detachment of
200 from Armstrong’s Brigade, had been on their way from
Centerville to Ebenezer Lhurch by way of Montevallc when thev
fell upon the Union battery,. Having dicspersed the Confederates,
the Union corps camped for the night outside of Randolph.
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While Union campfires burned, Forrest hurried to join and
unite his forces south of Randolph. After being repelled at Six
Mile Creek, Forrest countermarched and took a detour <south,
Travelling eight miles, he passed the sleeping Federals and
reached Roddey, Crossland, and Dan Adams at Ebenezer Church
around 10:00 P.M, (13:529).

Early on the morning of April l1st, Upton, still in the Unian
advance, moved his division through Randolph, In the process he
captured a Rebel courier from Centerville attempting to reach
Jackson near Montevallo. In the courier’s possession were three
important dispatches which Upton immediately forwarded to Wilean.
The first had been sent to Jackson from Forrest on the preceeding
day and read:

General -- Since the dispatch of 2 P.M. of
this date, per Lieutenant Glass, the lieutenant
general commanding [Forrest] directs me
to say that the enemy are moving right on
down the railroad with their wagontrain and
artillery. He directs that you follow down
after them, taking the road behind them from
Montevallo. He further directs me to say
that he does not wish you to bring on a genera)l

- AN AW E NI IEEE A" AR S S T QR

b engagement, as he thinks their force is much

] stronger than yours; and an engagement, should

Q be avoided unless you find the balance of our

® forces in supporting distance of you (19:Pt.1, 42%),

t The <second dispatch was from Lieutenant Charles W. Anderson,
g aide—de-camp to Forrest. Sent from Centerville, it contained the
! following passage:
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From reports received, and from this despatch,
enemy & cavalry, or a particon of it, have
crossed the Cahaba, and General Jackson will
attack them at daylight. [The force was
Croxton’s brigadel... From this statement

the battery ic in rear of General Jackson, on
Tuscalocsa road, and the enemy between his
torce and hie artillery ... (17:Pt.1,173,,

The third dispatch had been sent from General Jackson to Majaor
James Hill, 5r. and read as follows:

Major -- I find the enemy encamped cn
Huntsville and Tuscaloosa road at White ¢,
three miles from point where Huntesville road
comee intc Tuscaloosa rcad and six miles from
this place. Their strength not ret ascertained,
I am cleosing arcund them with the view of
attacking, or, if they move to-night, will drive
inte them, I am placing a force between them
and Tuscaloosa. Have also directed Coclonel Cox,
who is in charge of artillery and train, that
in case I do not gain their front and they ad-
vance on Tuscalocsa, to fall1 back before them,
impeding their progress; to notify Colonel
Hardcastle, commanding post, tc have everxthing
in readiness tu meet them; and to tear up planks
cn the bridge and remove them, nothing preventing.
All appears bright, and I expect success (192:Pt. 1,174

~And from Triconm, north of Tuscaloosa, General Croxton, on March

Flet, notified Wilsaon that he had come upon Jackson’s reai and
hoped  to engage him in an attempt tc prevent his Joining
Forrest, Al though Croxton barely escaped annihilation, he did

delay Jackzon's progress (192: Pt. 1, 420-421),

These dispatches not only revealed the position of Forrest's
t-oope west of the Cahaba, they also revealed Forrest's intended
strategy., Jackson, with Croxton imposing on his force, would
cauntermarch and attempt to crush the Union detachment. Jackscn
would then resume his original line of march and follow the main
Union column while Forrest joined his forces above Selma, “

cn¥federate wise apparently was. closing on Wilson’s corps, but
wit'. these dispatches in hand, Wilson prepared to thwart Forrest,

Wilson, reviewing both the enemy’c positione and plans, zaw
Cenntervillie as = strategic pocint. With Chalmere and Starke <ti1]
wezt  of the Cahaba, the bridge at Centerwville would have to  be
tabern, Therefore, from Randolph, Wilson detached a battalicn
trom  the Firet visconsin under Major Stephen Shipman to <cecure
the bridge, Immediately behind Shipman, Wileon sent McCook with
the balance of LaGrange s brigade. Within two hours the adwvance
battalion covered the 15 miles to Centerville, drove back the
13C¢-man garricson guarding the bridge, and secured the «crozsing
+2r McCook who arrived socon after (12:211-2135.,
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Once at the bridge. the Second Brigade entered Centerville
and Jdestroved a factory, mill, and nitre works. McCock then set
cut <¢or Scottsville to find Croxton, but he was unsuccessful,
Rather than waste time and risk a +fight with Jackson, wh
rossessed a three-to-one advantage., McCook recrossed the Cahabaz
and =eot fire to the bridge (19:Pt.1, 428). With this crossing
eliminated, the only other crossway» available to Chalmers was &t
Mariorr, some 25 miles south of Centerville. Not only would th s
increase his march'ng distance, which presented numer ou s
obstacles, but the crossing at Marion required +lat boats, Using
f1at btoats to cross the Cahaba would be time consuming an:
further delay his progress.

Forrest., unaware of McCook‘s actions, sent a message tc
Chalmers directing him to go as quickly as possible ta
Plantersville where he would join Forrest. The message reached
Armstrong first, Armstrong, who could alreadr hear ¢ighting f=z
to the east, sent the message on tc Chxlmers adding that he would
not await his orders, but was proceeding immediately b
Flantersville. He advised Chalmers to do the same (13:52%:.,

Chaimers, after reading the messages, informed Forrest that
afterncon that due to "obstacles in his route” (1331529 he would
be unable to reach Plantersville in time. To sar the least, th =
news dJdisturbed Forrest. "There was nothing left h:m but to curse
and fight, and he did both with characteristic energy anc
decperation®” (12:214). Without Chalmers, Forrest would have to
face 9,000 Union cavalrymen with only 2,000 men. The plan wuhickh
seemed €O promising, now lay shattered. The blame had to f=z']
somewhere and so Forrest accused Chalmers of not moving with ths=
swiftness he had been noted for on previous occasions (13:52%).

McCook now was returning to the Union column. However ,
rather than take the Selma Road via Randolph, he chose to return
via Plantersville -- presumably to keep an ere on the enem» -
movements west of the Cahaba. McCook, moving cautiocusly, wher
seven miles north of Flantersville, received an order from Lilszsan
tc return to Randolph and assist in bringing the supply traar
south. For this reason, McCook would not be at Ebenezer ChurchH
or Seima. In fact, only the Second Division, Fourth Livision and
Fourth Regular Cavalry now remained en route to Selma :1?:Pt, !,
428> .

With Chalmers cut off to the west and Jackson delared in
the north, Wilson‘s anxiety about a flarnk or rear attack recedec:.
Now, 1f Forest could be decisively defeated before taking up the
strong fortifications at Selma, the occupation of that city would
te much easier. Wilson commented:

Having thus taken care of the right flank, and
anticipating Forrest in his intention to play his
old game of getting upon the rear of his opponent,
I gave directions to Long and Upton to allow him

1S5



no rest and push him towards Selma with the
utmcost spirit and rapidity (13:5929:,

Upton armd Long by now were south of Randolph pursuing the:r
mmdywidual routesz, Since skirmishing continued throughout the
marning, Wilson hoped the separate routecs would at least insure a
v d advance b. cne of the divisions (19: Pt, 1, 358, 473>, 1In
addrtion, the removal of part of the column might tempt Forre:.:
to attack either Long or Uptaon, 1f one were attacked, the cther
waz close encugh to respond quickly upon the enemy‘e rear and
tlank, thusz catching Forrest at his own game.

Forrest, howewver, chose to lay in wait at Ebenezer Church

where he set up a strong defensive position just above the aper
of  two conwerging roads, On his right +flank, resting near
Mulberry ©Creek, he placed Dan Adams 300 ctate militiamen,
MzCulloch s Seconmd Missouri, and two artillery pieces. To the
lest, resting on a high wooded area, he put Armstrong’s 200-man
de tachment, Crossland’s 300 Kentuckians, and a four piece
bxttery, Rodder ¢ Brigade cccupied the center (13:530; 113125

L& &S0

# four-company detachment of the Seventy-Second Indicna
vnder Major Kilbourn, Long's advance guard, came upon enemr
zb1rmishers at 4:00 P.M. Hearing a fight before him, Long =ent
tcrward the rest of the Indiana regiment under the command cof
Lieutenant Colonel Chester G. Thompson. The Seventy-Second then
drzmcunted and pushed the skirmishers back to their lines. £t
the came time Kilbourn was being reinforced, Long ordered four
companies of the Seventeenth Indiana, commanded by Lieutenant

Colonel  Frank White, to make a mounted <caber charge. "“This
charge was magnificent" (4:20), managing to topple one +ield
riece and capturing the other three momentarily. Forrest,

viewing the charge, tock McCulloch's Misscurians and Crossltand’s
bentuckians and had them draw their revolwers. When the Federals
approached to within 100 yards they would fire one round from
their rifles, holster them, and then with revolvers in both hands
fl» into the charging enemy. "1t was one of the most terrific
hand-toc~-hand conflicte which occurred between cavalry soldiers
dur ing the war" (13:531),

The Confederates repelled White's Seventeenth Indiana. #As
Lihite ordered hie men about, Captain Tarlor, of Companv .
continued the charge. The slight, but gallant young soldier led
his men on either unaware of White’s order or Just carried zaway
with  excitement, Ae  Company A jumped an obstacle, 18 of its
soldiers were shot from their saddlies. Taxlor, sighting & group
ot officers, ymmedi ately charged them. e he came within
sprtting diztance of the officers he reccanized Forrest.
Singling Forrest cut, Tarlor walloped the Confederate commander
with his saker. "He disabled his right arm, cut his head and ezr
with his saber, hacked his pistol barrel three or four times 1n
the fight, until finally Forrest shat him dead" (2:218:. AL B
meeting between Forest and Wilson & weelk later, wunder a flag of
truce, Faorrezst said of hie dead attacer, "If that bor had known
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encuch to give me the pcoint of his sater instead cf its edge., !
should not have been here to teil »ou about it" (12:217).,

Upton, three miles above Ebenezer Church, heard the salvces,
chesrs, and rifle fire of the battle below., Passing at a trot
through the +fallen timbers carefully placed in hig war b
Forrest, he soon came upon the enem» line. Quick!y,y without
reconncitering the enemy’s position, Upton had ~lexander thiow
forward 2 skirmish line to occupy the eremy until the rest ot the
division prepared for battle.

Drawing the fire of over 2 thousand muskets, which
the> returned with interecst, they held their pos-
ition, and masked the deployment of the command
behind. ‘Every man in it ... was e¢ither killed
wounded, or had his clothes riddled with balls”
(6:21).,

Upton then sent Alexander, with two mounted regiments, arocund it
enem>» s right flank. Simul taneoustiy, "Upton ordered Winslicw =
br:gade to charge with the sabre, and led them himsel¢" (15:635..
As the Union soldiers attacked, Upton directed Captain Gilpin tc
“Te!! Rodney for God’'s sake get his bDattery wup!" (153633,
Receiving the message, Rodney moved to the top of 2 hill and
proceeded to bombard the Rebels.

The Fourth Division took action just at the precise moment
for Dan Adams’ militia, along with the rest of the Confederate
line, rapidly fe!l back. UWinslow pursued the back-peddling enemy
south of Ebenezer Church, but could not bring them to another
stand. Moving six miles south to Plantersville, the Union column
bivouacked for the night.

During the evening, Wilson made plans for attacking Selma.
UWilson felt, however, he lacked sufficient information concerning
the ¢type and size of the Selma earthworks, the number of men
cccupying them, and the number of artillery pieces inside. aAnd,
as he said, "as no such works had ever been carried br cavaliry,
or for that matter by infantry either, ... it was evident that we
were confronted by a mighty serious problem" (12:222).

Once again Upton provided the sclution, this time in the
form of an Englishman named Millington. Entering Upton‘s camg
that evening, the civil engineer related that he had been
empicyed by the Confederates to help construct the Selma works.
Both men sat down and Millington began to sketch the fortifica-
tions.

The sketch showed that the city of about eight
thousand pecple was surrounded by a well constructed,
bastioned | ine of earthworks and stockades, extending
in a semi-circle of about three miles, from the river
bank above to the river bank below the town with an
inner but incomplete line covering the principal
roads from the city to the surrounding country. ...
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{The earthworks werel surrounded by cultivated 1and "

well commanded and swept by thir*v—two guns in pozitoon f

behtnd heavy parapets completel, covered by well- )

constructed stockades f1ve and & halt feet high, -

the stabes, from sisx to eight inches thick, +irmivy o

planted in the ground and their tops <h:rpened. The . o-

cketch aleo showed the earthwaorks to be continuous %

except aon the cecticonz next to the river, where the -

ltne crogsed cshort stretches of swamp or creek bottom, Y

evidertiy considered impassable (12:221-222), 3

N

With this information, Whilsonm and Upton cpent a laomg  haour f

plemaing the attack. 15ee map of Selma at p. 2%y, Llilzorn pluzced ;
mact  faith i what Upton had to say» since he hknew Upton hat

groeience againet imilar works while zerwving with the intantes i

'n the East, Ultimatelx, Wilson decided the attack should be = c

two-pronged dismounted assault with a cavalr~ charge right down -

th= middle. Uoton would move along the FRanmge Line Road while N

Loy & division, stronger than Upton = by one regiment, .

azsaulted the north section along the Summer+ield Road (l1zZ:s22- 0

ZHEEN) S Lithirn a few hours Wilson wouild try to defeaxt Forreest andg )

cx.ture Selma. '
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Chapter Three

STORMING SELM&

mfter fleeing Ebenezer Church, Forrest fell back to Zelms

arriving there at 10:00 AM. on April 2Znd. Tavlor was at Selma .
awziting Forrest’s arrival., Remembering Forrecst as he approached |
tc report, Taylor said: -

Forrest fought as i+ the world depended on his :
arm. He appeared, horse and rider covered with F
blioocd, and announced the enemy at his heeles,
and that I must move at once to escape capture g
(13:534).

Thern, <seeing that he did not have enough men to fill tt=
earthworke, Forrest pressed every man who could hold a firearm
into hie cervice telling them either "fight or swim; Iinto the
worke or into the [Alabamal) river" (12:232), Eventually 2,000
civilians manned the works alongside the Confederates., During the
early afternoon, those who could escape left Selma. Many ctherc
chaose hiding places in private homes (12:232).

' AW f Wy

At L T -

In the Union camp reveille sounded just before dawn, Long s
division broke camp first with Upton right behind him., All camo-
followere, unnecessary paraphernalia, and animalse were ‘et
berind. From Plantersville, mile wupon mile passed without =
single incident (12:222-223),

IR I B

As the column advanced, Wilson galloped about the dirvisicorns=s
an ! made last minute arrangements, Speaking to his divizion,
b- gade, and regiment commanders he reviewed the attack plan ard
the rcle each would play in the assault, Upton was the more
seasoned of the two division commanders having led cawvalrw,
artillery, and infantry forces. Long had only limited experience
with cavalry (12:223-225), Nevertheless, Wilson poscsesced
extreme confidence in both men,. "While no one could foresee the
certainty of success, every officer fully realized ‘te absclute
necessity and promised his best effort to insure it" (12:225).

" e AT WL _ "o "a") & s

Loeng’s advance guard cighted Selma at approximately 3:00

F.M. Wilson then ordered Long to move weset to the Summerfield

Road while Upton and the Fourth Regular Cavalry continued along

the Fange Line Road. A mile above the works they al) dismounted.

Fearing that either Chalmers or Jackson might still come wupaon

their rear, Wilson directed Long to post a rear guard. Lorng

selected the Third Ohio to guard the division's horses and mules

while watching for the enemy. The rest of the men, deplored in

2 line of battle, concealed themselves behind a low ridge (10:420;
12:225-224) .
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Uptaen, <shielding hic men from the ernemy behind a woods, had
Winslaw’s brigade dismount and Kept Alexander’s men in the
saddle. From thic point the original plan called for Upton, with
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300 soldiers, to charge the east portion of the works. When
Upton broke through the €first line and turned the enem» ' s -~ ight
tlank, Rodne» would +fire a single shot. That shot would be
Long’'s signal to commence his attack (&:24; 12:224-227).,

Long‘’s division deplored rapidly. From hie right to le+ft
¢#lark he placed the Seventeenth Indiana resting near UValler
Creek. the Cne Hundred Twenty-Third IVlincis, the Ninety=Eighth
I'Tincie, the Fourth Qhic Cavalry, and the Fourth Michigan. The
latter two regiments were separated by a hill on which Robinson s
Chicago Board of Trade Batter» deplored. The Seventy-S¢.ond
Indiana, of the First Brigade, and the Seventh Fennsylvania, cf
the Second Brigade, were held in reserve. In all, the line
numbered approximately 1,550 men and officers (10:431; 12:2207.

Waiting for darkness to fall, when the attack would begin,
Long and Wilson viewed the works. They were amazed at the
precision of Millington‘s sketches. Long was sO impressed with
the strength and extent of the fortifications that he doubted
oniy one division could successfully carry the section that !lay
before him. He quickly presented a new plan to Wilson suggesting
that Upton send cut skirmishers and have the rest of the Fourth
Division form to his rear. Together they could attack the works
and carry with them a greater chance of success. Wilson
considered the proposal, but rejected it in faveor of the origina!
plan (19: Pt. 1, 438).

In the meantime, Union skirmishers busily fired at soldiers
in the breastworks while Confederate artillery sporadicall>
fired into the Union lines. Daylight faded as the Confederates
awaited the attack. Aarmstrong’s 1,432 men defended the
Confederate left flank, the section Long stood before. Regarded
"as the best of Forrest’'s Corps®” (4:50), they were so strung out
that six—-to-ten <+eet separated each man. Roddey‘s Brigade
cczupied the extreme right flank of the works and Crossland's
kerituckians accompanied by Forrest $illed the second, but
unt+inished line.

Suddenly, at S:00 P.M., Chalmers attacked Long’s rear in an
attempt to enter the city. Hearing the melee behind him, Lang
sent the Fourth Michigan and the Chicago Board of Trade Batter»
to reinforce the Third Ohio. Two factors seriously handicapped
taimers, however. His men had just completed an exhausting ride
that consumed the past S0 hours, and the Union rear guard had
taken a strong defensive position offering only a narrow front.
At a result, Chalmers’ numerical advantage wzs neutralized.
Moreowver, the Union soldiers armed with Spencer carbines
inflicted heavy czsualties on Chalmers’ Division and when he
Joined Forrest the +following day he had only about ',000
eftectives (10:434-43%).

Having sent reinforcements to the rear and without awaiting
Rcdney’s signal, Long crdered his regiments forward. Personally
'eading his men, Long began the 600-yard approach to the foot of
the works. Seeing the advance, the Confederates cpened fire with
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20 artillery pieces saturating the air with <shot, <hell, =nd
thick cloude of smoke (12:227).

~#z the Second Division approached, the Confederates ceaced
fire to conserve ammunition and allow the smake to clear,

A period of almost total silence ensued, as 1t
seemed, in comparison with the prewvious few mom-
ents, until the Federals had almost reached the
cstockade, when suddenly the works fairly cswarmed
with grex coats, and blazed with the fire of art-
illery and musketry (6:29).

Whernn ¢ire resumed, the advancing Unicon line dropped tc the grournd
and crawled forward. Reaching brush obstructione at the foct of
a swamp, they were forced to their feet once again. The left
flank of both the First and Second Brigades struck the swamp
simul taneocusly. With men sinking Knee deep in the marsh,
delaving their movement, the assault took the appearance of an
advarnce en echelan (10:432). Forturately, smoKe again blanketed
the field and provided cover for the slowed, but etill advancing
units.

Upon reaching the stockade, as yet not +Ffiring a shot,
Loeng’s men took a moments rest. When composed, they moved
forward again, this time wildly pumping their Spencers. Long,
however, lay 150 yvards behind with a seriocus head wound. At the
pickets the men used a leap-frog maneuver to clear the obstacle
and continue onward through a ditch and up cver the parapet.

As when a huge sea wave rolls along the shore
with gathering strength, meets an opposing
crag, maunts up the steep ascent, and white
with fury, sweeps recistless ocver the topmoet
crest, so the surging wave of gallant men
swept over the parapet at Selma (6:2460).,

With Long’s men moving forward, Wilson, atop hiz white mount
“Sheridan", formed the UJ.,S. Fourth Regulars in a single lire.
Rdvancing at a trot and then & gallop, the long blue line charged
the works., Whirling <cabers, high pitched <screams, and the
pounding of thousands of hooves warned Dan Adams of the coming
collision, Ae Wilson approached the cuter line he could hear 2
Confederate officer shout, "Shoot that man on the white horse
(12:229). The Confederatec missed Wilson, but "Sheridar" caught =
bullet in the breast, stumbled, and threw Wilson to the ground.
Remounting his wounded horse, Wilson regrouped the Fourth and had
them dismount. As Long’s men took the Confederate left f1lank,
Witeon charged & second time and breached the enemy‘s center.
Once within the worke on the Plantersville Road, Wilson sent word
by messenger to Minty, whe succeeded Long as the Second
Divieion’s commander, and Upton to press on (12:230),

Upton was on  the Range Line FRoad when Long began hiz
advance, Deducing that an emergency prompted Long “crward
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5{ premxturels, he decided to begin hic aszzault. With his 200 men,
¢ Uptorn moved through the woods and brush and then sallied &scrcczs
come marshy terrain. By the time Wilscn’s mescsenger reszhed
o Upton'e original position, Upton was alread> before the worke.
g The +irst men to arrive found the sharp picket stakbes ymposerble
o te break or pry locse, Ulsing the same leapfrog techrnique tha
;J Leng’s men had used, they passed the cobstacle. lthern the 2010
= penetrated the worke and engaged in claze—quarter combzt,
EI ~le<ander’s horsemen charged. They too,scon crossed the time amd
ot =pread out in waricus directions, Offering only 21 1 Gihet
e resictance, Roddev'c men sprinted from the cuter waorks and headed
7 for the second line (1:47; 12:228, Z28-229).
A Fodner”s and Robinscn’s batteries, <ceeing the fall ot the

e

kﬁ On the Summerfield Road inside the cuter worke the Fourth
e Fegulare joined the Fourth Ohio and Seventeenth Indrana wof
x‘ Long's Divigiony and, wheeling left, attacked the =zaljent cn that
T road, After sei1zing i t, they wheeled 'eft again and tock the
:ﬂ salient situated on the Plantersville Road. With Upton taking
o2 th= enemry’'s right along the =econd line, the Confederates
}f abandoned the works and dashed t+tor the city (12:230-231:1 £:127),
e Forrest and hic unit commanders tried decperately to collect
AN and regroup their men within the city, but chacs undercut ther
efforte, The fight continued on the streets of Selma wurtil
;N Wilzen and Upton entered the center of town. From the time the
i& attack began, scarcely 25 minutes had elapsed (Z2:221).
%' Knowing the <streets of Selma better tham his Uniaon
X courrterpart helped Forrest to eccape. Before leaving, howeuver,
i the Confederates managed to set fire to a number of cotteon
o warehouses, destroying 25,000 bales of cotton. Moving east,
?E Forrest took the Burnsville Rocad., Colonel! Israel Garrard and the
o Seventh Qhic pursued Forrest into the early morning hours of
:ﬂ #sorl 3rd, #lthough not catching Forrest, Garrard tock man:
]

o
?a!

cuter line, moved <Forward. From their new pcsitions ther
showered the cecond line with canister and shrapnel (12:2300),

proconers C12:231; &:28).,

Sporadic fighting continued incside Selma with the last major
skirmish fought by S0 men of the Seventh Pennsyliwania wunder
Major Greeno. When Greeno took the railroad depot, the citw
wirtually fell silent.

Wliteon et up Union headquarters at the 3ee House, Selma’s
leading hotel, and appcointed Brevet Brigadier General UWinz!ow
rreovost marshal,

The coldiers, averpcwered by wearinecss, wrapped
in their tdankete, sunk to rest about the
streets; the citizens, exhausted by ¢xcitement
and fear, the cries of their childrer huched

at last, snatching a troubled slecap; the
wounded lulled by copiates intc forgetfulness
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of their amputated legs and arme; the dead,
in their last cleep, with white faces up-
turned to the skyi for the passicn, cruelty,
bitterness, and anguish of war, thiz Sundav
right now neariy gone, will be remembered
1518400,

One of Upton’s men remembered the night <saring, "0Ff all tre
nights of m» experience, this ic most like the horrors of war --
a captured city burning at might, a victorious arms aduvancing zand
a2 demcralized one retreating" (16:41). Notwithstanding the
imp~essiveness of the fall of Selma, 1t would be cuerehadowed cC»
the capture of Richmond which also fell on April Znd.

Mevertheless, the capture of Selma was a pesrchalogical bilow
te the Confederacy and it represented a cevere material loss to
their war effort. Located in Selma wae the Scuth =z second
largeet arsenal covering ten acres and occupying 24 buildings
(1S:440), Using the Alabama River and <currounding railwavs,
Selma’s industries supplied the Confederate armies bty th
gunpowder, rifles, carbines, revolvers, muskets, and ammur:tion
-- "an immense array of ctores for killing Yankees" (15:441). The
Confederate Nawval Yard, birthplace of many Confederate rame uzed
te run the blockade at Mobile, was also occupied along with
numerous iron mills, foundries, manufactories, and machine shopsz,
With the fall of Selma on the same day as Richmond, Confederate
war industries, for all practical purposes, ceased to exist.

On Tueseday, #pril 4th, Winslocw set fire to 211 those places
vital to the Contederate war effort, Befcre starting the fires,
all the shot, shell, ammunition, machinerv, and stores that could
be found were dumped rnto  the #Alabama. Then, as & hea
rerncstorm drenched the city, the burldings were 1:1t. Thess
places, being of dry pine, instanecucsly went up in flamec. bhern
the fires died two dars later, the following had been destroyed:
the Selma Arsenal, Confederate Government MNaval Foundry, the
Selma Iron Works, Shavel Factory, PFierces Foundry», MWitre Works,
kashington Works, Tennessee Ircn Worke, Phelan and McBride
Machine Shop, the Horse Shoe Manufactory, and the Powder Mil1:
and Magazine, Also destroyed were the <surrounding railroad
depots (7:416-417; 17:Pt, 1, 373,

LT

With Forrest beaten and Selma destrored, the Selma Campaign.
tor &ll practical purposes, was &)1 but cver, MWilson remained in
Zelma +for eight dars and on rApril 10th, he departed +o-
Morntgomery., Unbeknownet to Wilson &t the time, Robert E. Lee hzd
surrendered to Grant at Appomatox, WVirginia the preceding da-.
In +act, Wileon captured Montgomery, Alabama and Columbuce,
pecrgia before learning the war might be over. Fraom Columbus,
Wilecn moved to Macon, Georgia. As he appreoached Macon an @Aprd
20th, Wilson received a message forwarded to him by Confederate
Brigadier General Robertszon. The mescsage read:

Inferm General [Wilsonl commanding enemy’ s forces in

o
(Y]

.........

AT R LR UL TN T T VT S V0 T S L, PO VLT T WL W S S N TR UL SR T W YR I TR V0 I W TR A Sl N BTV L S AP B BV S s G e SR e R S R R L

- .r.w'. PR e ) 1.\".—'



%

A d
]

<L K-

L) -..L—

'
G

.
-
4

R an T

4,

L= U

\

SPETEL

»

-
Ly Ta® I")-".
aleTataPa

AL

4,1 __

L -
“ala,

PV 2

.,

L

r
-

g

SR

-
PN

'F

Al

wACS

o AR e ™ ™ ™ W Y s AL Lt LS e T W S T L e e L T s

your front that a truce for the purpcse of & final
settlement was agreed upon resterdar between Generals
Johneton and Sherman, applicable to all forces under
their commands., A message to that effect from General
Sherman will be sent him as scon as practicable. The
centending forces are to cccupy their precent position,
torty-eight houres notice being givern an the event cof
recsumption of hostilities (19: Pt. 1, 2&%-3a4),

Niot having received official notification cf the truce +raom
Sherman, Wileon continued on and occcupied Macon, placing the cty
under military rule. Wilson then wired Sherman for
clarification. At 4:00 P.M,, April 21st, Wilean received word
from Sherman to suspend hostilities, The war was over., Wilzon’s
ccrpe had not only defeated Forrest and destroyed a signifrcant
aort-on of the Confederate industrial infrastructure before the
end, but they had alec pocketted Selma, Montgomery, Columbus, &nd
Macon.,
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FIGURE 2: SELMA FORTIFICATIONS
Adapted from the Civil War Times Illustrated, Vol. 9, (January, 1963): p. 40.
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Chapter Four

THE PRINCIPLES OF WAR

I1¥ the principles of war "reprecent gererally accepted major
truths which have beer proven succecssful in the art and science
of conducting war," (18:2-4> then one could reasonably expect the
Selma Campaign would reveal examples of the (now) 12 principles.
What followe is a principle-by-principle study of the Selma

Campaign, focusing on the most significant of the campaign’s

examples of each principle. Ipasmuch as the principles hereafter
are cited by title alone, you should reference Air Force Manual

-1, Chapter 2, for definitions of ¢the principles 1 f
clarification is necessary. In any event, you should find th=
definition of each principle becomes readily apparent from the
examples selected to portray that oprinciple. Finally, the

examples for each principle are grouped under the sub-headings cof
'Union" and "Confederate,”" with the Union examples preceding the
Confederate examples.

OBJECTIIVE
Uonico

As part of the overall Union objective to defeat the
Confederacy via an offensive military strategy that destrored the
South’s armies and will to fight, the Seilma Campaign had three
cbjectives. First, with Thomas remaining in Tennecsee to hcold
off Hood, Wilson’s move south through Alabama would precccups
Taylor and Forrest, thereby helping to insure a Confederate force
would not attack Sherman’s rear as he marched north toward
Virginia. Second, Wilson’s operation would help diver?
Confederate attention from Canby’s move against Mobile, an
important Confederate port. Finally, the Union corps intended to
capture Selma and in doing so destroy an important portion of the
South’es industrial infrastructure, such as it wase, that supported
the Confederate war effort,. The capture of Selma would also
close down the Confederacy’s major depot in the southwest.

Lontederate

Inasmuch as the Confederates were on the defensive,
Forrest’s objective was to defend Alabama and Misciscsippi against
the Union invasion. For Forrest to achieve his objective, he
would have had toc repel Wileon short of Selma and force a Unian
retreat to Tennessee.
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From March 22, 1845, through April 2, 1885, when Forrect
tled Selma, the Union assumed and suztaimed the offenzive.
Aduancing relatively rapidly south, Wileon forced Forrest to relw
on defensive actione at Elyton, Montevallo, and Ekenezer Church

o S eret

in an effaort to win time in which to consclidate hie faorces. it
~ each engagement the Union sustained the offersive by attackKing in
f strength and out maneuwering the Confederatec. The storming of
~ Selma  was the capstone of the Union offensive thrust inte
2 Alabama,

Contederate

Notwi thetanding the facte that the Confederacy overall wa
cn the defensive and Wilson‘s invasion forced Forrest to adopt =&
defensive strategy, Forrest devised a plan that,if succecssful, mayr
have allowed him to seize the offencive. It i impczesible ta
predict what the outcome of battle at Ebenezer Church might have

1
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% beernn had Chalmers arrived on time and Jackson succeeded in
N ztriking Wileon’s rear, Newver thelese, had Forrest‘s plan
N succeeded, he either would have pursued Wileon north to Tennessee
{} or gone south to fight Canby at Mobile.

SURPRISE
N Unian

Interestingly, Wilson used security and maneuver to produce
uncertainty about his objective and the size of hie force. The
csecrecy he enforced during his corps' preparations at Gravelly
Springs (e.g. denrying press cover of the corps' review before
embarking <ccuth) gave the Confederates no accurate idea of how
large Wilson‘s corps would be. Morecver, as Wilson moved scuth,
he divided his corps into three parts and had each part fallow a
different route toc Jasper, Alabama. Not conly did thie allow more
rapid mowvement, but McCook s route to the west appeared to bt
carrying him to Tuscaloosa by way of Eldridge. Indeed, the
Montgomery newspapers of March 26 and 27, 1245, indicate that the
Union corps’ strength was underestimated and that Confederate
attention was not directed toward Selma. Mot until March 28th
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N did Forrest leave for Selma. By that time Upton was scuth of the
E& Cahaba River and on the way to Montevallo, about 40 miles east of
L0 Tuscaloosa. Wilson“s use of security and maneuver apparently
- caucsed Taylor and Forrest encugh urncertainty to delay their .
:} identifying the real Union objective and the consalidation of
" their forces above Selma. Had Forrest made his decicicn a da»
s eartier to unite his forces at Ebenezer Church, the outcome of
Ei the Union campaign may have been different.
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Forrest’s overall strategr hinged on surprice and maneuver. o

Provided Chalmere had Jjoined Forrest at Ebenezer Church t=o )

strengthen the Confederate line, Jackson’s expected curprisze ?

attacks on Wilson’s rear and flank mar have rielded Forrest a2 X

victory, MNone of this came to pass, however, H

Despite the failure of Forreset‘s grand surprise plan, the i

R Confederates did surprise the Union column on twoc cccasions. S )

Forrest mowved toward Ebenezer Church, he came upon Rodnev’s o

battery juet couth of Montevallo. After moving within 100 yards .

cf the battery without being noticed, Forrest attacked with onl-« %

200 men. The quick response of the Fourth Iowa repelilzsd ¢t

Forrest‘s attack and begs the question whether Farrest realized o

| the cize and composition of the Union force he engaged. r
|

The other Confederate surprise attack occurred just outside Ei

of Selma when Chalmers came upon Long’s rear guard while trying ﬂ

to gain entrance to the city. Long reinforced his rear guard and }1

Chalmers was held at bay. The conly consequence of Chalmers” i

surprise attack was Long commenced his assault con Selma soacner =

than expected. L

In general, the two Confederate surprise attacks were -ﬁ

haphazard with no apparent aim other than to disrupt the enemy = o

action, In both cases, the surprises accomplished nothing more i

than that. i

'-:

SECURITY ﬂ}

Uoico i

i

It should be remembered that the deployment of Wilson’'s ]

corps and its campaign into Alabama were in themselwves part ¥ i{

Union security measures to protect Sherman’s rear and to divert Ry

Confederate attention from Canby’s move on Mobile. Neverthelecss, |

beginning with his corps’ deployment at Gravelly Springs through :ﬂ

the capture of Selma, Wilson had to insure the security of his fh

force. The following examples of Wilson‘s security measuresz are )

only the most significant and have nct been alluded to under 3

other principles discussed. it

Wilson wundertook a subtie, but interesting security measure o

in early February 1865, when he deliberately picked cne of hisz L

most observant officers to meet with Forrest to discuss the i‘

supplying of Union prisoners. Wileon instructed that officer to m—

gather information about the condition of the surrounding o5

. country, its food supply, and to estimate Forrest‘s state of -

mind, Albeit difficult to assess the value to Wilson of the -3

information gleaned from that meeting, it appears Wilson intended Y

tc gain information that would help him counter threats posed bt o

the Confederates. ’.:,
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Arother security measure taken by Wileon before leauwing
Gravelly Springs was to send Hatch’e diwvision to Eastport,
Miczissipp . “t Eastport, Hatch guarded the Tennecssee Riwver for
enem» movements that might threaten the Union force. In
sddrtion,  Hatch could maonitor the Memphis and Charlecstan and the
Mobile and Ohio Railrocadse that could be used to move Confederzts
troope into northern Alabama or south to Meridian, Mississipp)

Aftter Wileon moved south into Alabama, hie carpe purcued

three routes that converged at Jasper, Alabama. 4t Jazper,
lileon learned +from hie scoute that Confederate troops riere
moving  through Bridgeville and Tuscalcocosa toward Selma. Seeing

that those movements threatemned his right flank and rear, Wilcon
sent Brigadier Generxl John T. Croxten to Tuscalcosa to destror

placese of military wvalue and to protect the corps against &
Confederate threat. It would be Croxton, while deplored =t
Tuzcaloosa, who encountered Jacksan. The delay caused Jackson by
Croxton  helped prevent Jackson from carrying cut a surprics rear
and ¥lank attack on the Unicon corps at Ebenezer Church.

From Jasper the Union corpes continued south. On April I'E
1845, Upton’e division moved through Randolph. Near Randoclph,
Upton captured & Confederate courier who had three dicspatches

e:nallnq the position of Confederate forcee and Forrecst e plan

+cr defeating Uilson. From these dispatches Wilson learned that
lazveon, Chalmers, and Starke were west of the Cahaka River =zand
wou‘d have to croegs it to reach Selma. Their likely crecceszing

p

would be at Centerwille, S50 Wilson sent McCook to Centerv:ille
tc destror the bridge there. Afterward, McCook returned vis
Flanterswille to protect the corps” right flank. There s no

doubt that the destruction of the Centerville bridge delayed the
consolidation of Forrest‘s forces and alsc served to proatect
Wilean’s corps.

Lonfederate

Unfortunately, the Selma Campaign offercs few examples cof
cessful Confederate <cecurity measures, One aof Forrest =
urity initiatives, however, occcurred in January 1865, when he
cernt Roddey s Brigade east from Corinth, Missicssippi to guard the
Teunessee River and to watch for any» Unicn movement from Gravelly
Springs. But Roddery’'s reconnaissance micsicon was cut short when
Colonel William Palmer attacked him by surprice and defeated him,

Ircnically, Forrest’s major security resource la in his
cscattered Forces. Becauce Forrecet’se units were sepread over
#1abama  and Mississippi, Wilson found it hard to eztimate
aCCertel> the Confederate strength. Wileon’s wonderment about
Farrest” strength, in turn, ma» have prompted Wileon to te =g
EECJr!tx conscious as he apoeared to be

Certainly, Forrest‘s <cecurity measure failures cutnumbered
his succesces. smong those failures were: the Union capturs of
Farrest'z courier with dispatches revezling his unit loraticons
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and his plan to defeat Wilson; the capture of Millingtaon, the
English engineer, who drew accurate cketches of the Selms
fortitications and gun emplacements; and ‘*he capture o

Montgomery newspapers which gave Wilson Confederate estimates of
his <force strength and revealed Confederate precccupation witt
Unicn activities at Mobile and Pensacola.

Mass
Uniao

The Union regard for masse became apparent during
preparations for the campaign. Grant’s original plan called for
a cavalry force of 5,000 to move into Alabama. Howewer, at =
meeting with Grant on February 23, 1885, Thomas and Wilson urged
Grant to permit Wilson to move south with his entire corps which
everntually numbered 13,500. This larger force, Thomas and Wilson
suggested, would incsure the defeat of Forrest. Indeed, Wilson's
numerical superiority permitted him to execute important security
Jeployments while still retaining large numbers in his main
column, From a tactical perspective, therefore, the Union corps
could use mass on several occasions, of which the battles at
Mantevallo and Selma are but two examples.

On March 30, 1845, Upton‘s division approached Montevalla
and came upon Lyon‘s Brigade which had taken a strong defensiuve
position along a ridge covered by woods. In front of the ridge
waeg a steep, muddy bank, a stream, and a footbridge. Upton =
advance guard engaged Lyon’s skirmishers and pushed them back =<
quickly that the skirmishers failed tc destroy the bridge after
crossing it. Upton‘s advance guard pursued the Confederates and
held the bridge until the remainder of the division arrived,.
Shortly thereafter, Upton had the Tenth Missouri dismourt and
steal! forward under cover of trees and brush toward Lyvon’s 1line.
When they arrived before the Confederates, they rose and fired at
close quarters. At that moment, Upton sent the mounted Third
lowa charging down the rcad, across the bridge, and up the barnk
into the Confederate line., Upton’s concentration of force (mass’
upon the Confederate line, combined with surprise and shock ({the
cavalry charge), broke the Confederate defernsive position and
forced them to retreat.

Again at Selma the Union demonstrated the wuse of mass.
~)though Upton attacked the Confederate right flank and Wilson
the center, they did soc with small forces intending to Keep the
Confederates in those portions of the fortifications preoccupied.
It was Long’s division before the Confederate left Fflank,
however, that represented the main Union attack. In 211, Lang
attacked with about 1,550 men. Aarmstrong, who held the
fortifications in Long’s front, had about 1,430 men,. Howewver,
armstrong’s men were spread thin along the extencive
fortifications giving Long the advantage of concentrated +force
imass) at their point of attack. Thus, the Union used mass to
breach the confederate left flank.

31
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Confedercate

Mass is generally regarded as a principle applied in
canjunction with offensive action. Since Forrest pursued a
defencive <etrateqy, he more appropriately relied on cther
principles such as maneuver and surprise. Neverthelecss, froam =
detfencive perspective, Forrest did try tc mass his forcez at
Ebtenezer Church tc make as strong a stand ae possible. In th)
defencive context alcne, Forrest attempted toc usze mass,

~

"

ECQuOMY OE EQRCE
Union

The most significant examples of Llilson’s applicaticon ¥
this principle involve his deployment of security forces. Whenr,
cending Hatch to Eastport, Croxton to Tuscalocsa, and McCook to
Centerville, Wileon had to make two eccnomy of force judgemente,
Firet, he had to ensure that after deploying thoce forces Hic

column remained streng enouch to achieve their primar
chjectives. Second, Wilson had to deploy security forres that
were strong  enocugh  to accomplish their tasks, aly in

retrospect, after Wilson had defeated Forrest and captured Zeima,
could it be said that Wilson applied well the principle of
ecanomy of force.

Confedecate

Once more, the defensive Confederate strategy diminished the
impor-tance of economy of force, Rather than economy, Forrest’c
major concerns were mustering and preserving his force. Faor
example, early in 1865, prior to Wilson leaving Gravelly Springes,
Forrest recorted to a widespread conscription about Missiszippi
arnd Alabama to bolster hics depleted ranks, Later, when Forrest
lett Micsissippi for Alabama in March, 1865, he was confronted by
decsertions. Man» of his men deserted becauste thex thought thew
viere on their way to North Carolina to join Johneton and the»r did
not want to leave their home region. Finally, when Forrect
arrived at Selma, he impresced 2,000 civilians to help man the
tortificatione in defense of the city. Therefore, instead of
measuring whether he had committed excessive force to secondary
cbjectives or csufficient force to carry primary cbjectives,
Fzrreet mainly had to worry about sustaining a force capable of
stopping Wil=son,

MENEFLVER
Uniono
Among other examples, the actions of Upton’s Fourth Divizicon
on leaving Montevalle and on arriving at Ebenezer Church
32
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demonstrated the successful application of thie principle. or
March 31, 1865, Ilpton left Montevalleo and encountered the ernem.
Just zouth of the town. As hi~ skirmishers fell back wunde-
C-nfederate attack, Upton had Alexander s mounted brigade charge
ti.. Confederate center. At the same time, Upton cent Winslow =
mcunted brigade around the enemy’s left flank. The shcck of the
cavalry charge to their center in concert with the speed of the
Union“e envelopment around their flank, forced the Confederate
line to break and retreat.

SN R

e\ 3
.

The following day Upton used the wery same maneuvers In
helping defeat Forrest at Ebenezer Church. Long’s division,
travelling ahead and to the west of Upton, engaged Forrect’s line
first, Hearing the battle before him, Upton rushed <scouth.
Arriving at the Confederate line, Upton had Winslow' & mounted
brigade charge the enemy. Upton simul taneously cent two mounted
regiments under Alexander’s command arcund the enemy’s right
flank. Aes at Montevallo, Upton‘s use of maneuver caused the
Confederate line to crumble and retre~*.
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r‘ Canfedecate

:i Along with surprise, Forrest’s defensive strategy hinged on
3- maneuver., On March 22, 1865, Forrest launched his plan b»
" ordering Chalmers and Wirt Adams from Pickensville, Alabama to
:i Selma. Buford, already near Selma, was ordered there to build

a
pontoon bridge across the Alabama River; obvicusly needed for =
Confederate retreat if that contingency arcse. Forrest then set
Jackson in motion having him go to Tuscaloosa. From Tuscalcos
Jackson ultimately had to gain and attack the Union column’s rear
as Fcrrest met the Union front head-on. Clearly, Forrest”
maneuver of his forces in relation to Wilson constituted hi
plan‘s linchpin.

a
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One other aspect of Confederate defensive maneuver must be

'ﬁ addressed and that concerns Forrest’s use of skKirmishers.
:} Inasmuch as Forrest needed time to cansolidate his forcee abave
:ﬁ Selma, his use of sKirmishers for that purpose was prudent. By
o harrasesing the Union forces, Forrest hoped to delay their
" progress and inflict ag many casualties as possible.
:q Notwi thetanding the fact that his skirmishers fell short on botn
X tacke, Forrest’s extensive use of Roddey’s, Lyons’, Croseland’s,
.ﬁ and Dan Adams’ wunits as skirmishers at Elyten and Montevallco
:3 demonstrate Forrest‘s deliberate use of skirmishers in defensive
- maneuver.
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The Union advance from Grawvelly Springs to Selma was
cantinucuse and relentless. As mounted infantry, Wilson’s corp=
covered ground rapidly on horseback and could dismount to fight

o
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as 'rfantry, During the 1l1-dayv campaign, bWileon’s corps covered
280 miles and engaged the enemy ci1x times, Merecver, the LUnion
starpe had to cross the Tenrnecssee River, both forke cf the Elact
Warrieor River, and the Cahabta River befaore reaching Selma.
~] though Forrecst choce the battlefield, Wileon’'s raptd advance,
the Confederate uncertainty of hie cobliective, and Wilzan =
prezsing the offencive when engaging the ernemy all cantributed
te thrleon’s dictating the timing and tempo of battie.

Lonfederate

Here again, timing and tempo are regarded as cffensiwve
principles, therefore, Forest had little opportunity to rely corn
them. From a deferncsive perspective, however, Forrect tried to
uze timing by having his forces conscolidate at Ebenezer Church
tetore the Union arrived. Moreover, Jackson‘s planned surpr:ce
rear attack would have been an excellent example of Confederate
timing. Unfortunately for Forrest, neither of these edfforts
zsucceeded. fAs a result, the Selma Campzign is devord of
Confederate execution of timing and tempo.

UNITY QE COMMaND

Union aad Coanfedecate

Bcth sidee clearly exercised unity of command. For the

Unicon, Grant authorized Wilson to act as an independent
commander ., Thie freed Wilson and his corpse from Thomas, whose
responsibility was the defense of Tennescsee, For the

Confederates, Taylor’s promotion of Forrest to lieutenant general
and appointment of him as commander of the Cavalry District of
Alabama, Micssissippi, and East Louisiana, gave Forrest cverazl)
contro)l of the cavalry forces in that reqgicon.

SIMPLICIIY

Unicn

Simplicity characterized Wileson‘s guidance b his
csubardinate commandere, particularly prior to the Bzattle of
Selma, The evening before the battle, Wilsaon met with Upton and
Long to develop their plan of attack, After discussion, Wilsaon
decided on a three-pronged attack of the city with Long leading
the main  attack force against the Confederate left flank.
Upton‘s attack upon the enemy’e right flank would be zignalled by
an artillery volley by Rodney's battery. In the middle, Ulszcn
would lead a cavalry charge against the Contfederate center, The
rex* day, as the Union column approached Selma, Wilecrn rode =sbwout
to discues the attack plan with hie division, brigade, and
regiment leaders to make sure all understocod the plan.
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The acid teet of the plan of attack came when Chalmers
csurpriced Long“s rear and disturbed the coordinaticon of the Unicon
attack., The simplicity of the plan and its understanding by all
uriit leaders helped insure ite csuccess despite the confusicn
created by Chalimers, Particularly Long, Minty who succeeded
Leng, and Upton executed their tasks in wvery good fashion,
notwi thstanding the precipitous way in which the battle began.

Lontederate

Forrest’e defensive strategr exuded =implicit» and hiz
subordinate commanders apparently understocd the plan and weorked
hard to execute it, Essentially, Forrest planned to harase the
Union column to slow their progress and in the interim
caonsclidate his forces north of Selma for a strong defencsiwue
stand. (Perhape for the same reasons Lee chose to fight at Cold
Harbor rather than take up the fortifications at Richmond,
Forrest chose to fight at Ebenezer Church just north of Selmar.
Forrest’s plan was indeed simple and brillant considering
Confederate circumstances. The weight of other factors, not the
least of which was superior generalship by Wilson, undermined
Forrecst’s plan.

LOGISTILCS
Unico

From the outset of the campaign Wilson worked to insure an
adequate, but unencumbering logistice system. Planning on
campaign that would not exceed 40 darvs or follow rail lines, he
had each man carry as much munitions (100 pounds) and staple

Y

(five days 1light rations) as he could. Wilson also used pack
mules to carry additional supplies and planned on foraging to
supplement his supply needs, In all, Wileon’s logicstice plans
reduced his reliance on a huge supply wagon train that weould
unnecessarily slow his advance.
Confedecate

From all accounts, it appears Forrest relied almost entirel
on foraging to sustain his forces,. Fighting on their home
ground, Forrest could expect support +from the indigencus
population. Of course, as his force approached Selma, he could
rely on supplies warehoused in the city. Since Forrest’s farces
were not weighed down by supply trains, they could move «cross
country easily. More than supplies, howewer, Forrest had *o
warry about having encugh men at the right place, at the right
time.,
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" springs, the competence of their combat-seacscned leadere, the:ir
S berng well supplied, and the fact that the war was faveorabl,
r drawing to a close, all seemed to instill a strong warfightirg -
1 spirit in  the Union troops. Moreover, Unicon regiments were
* manned by trcops from the <came gecgraphic area and this
R undoubtedly enhanced their esprit.

]

3

i Lontedecate

5 It is hard to assess the cohesion of Forrest’s forces.
R Esttle weary and their cause doomed, they nonethelese managed to
Q frght on. Perhaps that accomplishment alone, 'n large part, can
ﬁ ke attributed to the reputation and fighting =pirit of Foarrest,
ﬂ “#t  the wvery least, Forrest’s men fought on tc defend their
) homeland.,
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The cohecsion of Wilson’s force appears to have been wverw
Figh., Their extensive training while in cantaonments at Gravellw
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GUIDED DISCUSSION LESSON PLAN
i:‘~
) NOTES TO CHAIRMAN
Q} The Selma Campaign began late in March 1845, only 18 dars
3? tefore Lee surrendered tc Grant at Appomattox, WVirginia. Coming
. so late in the war, the value of the Selma Campaign to fthe
i Union’s war effort is, at best, questionable. Nevertheless, the
’: Selma Campaign provides the Civil War student with twie
;\ opportunities. First, a study of this campaign delves into =
'{: portion of Civil War military history often neglected or glossed
= overr in major Civil War historical works. Second, the Selma
Campaign offers many examples of the application and omicssion cf
the principles of war. This lesson, therefore, allows you to

review the military events of the Selma Campaign and analyze the
conduct of the campaign using the principles of war (as contained
in AFM 1-1),

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Lead=0£%f OQuestion

Despite the fact the war was in ite final weeks and the
cutccme all but decided, what were Wilson’s objectives inr
conducting the Selma Campaign? Was he succeseful in achieving

2 those objectives?
0

.

E’j Discussion

Wilson began the campaign with three objectives in mind,
although the relative priority of each objective ic not readil-
apparent. To begin, Wilson headed south into Alabama to cut o+f¥
Confederate forces that might attempt to join Johneton in Narth

=0 Carolina and threaten Sherman‘s advance into Virginia. In this
ARY regard, it must be remembered that Wilson‘s operation was
?4 conducted in concert with Thomas who remained in Tennessee tc
X, guard against a possible invasion by Hood. The second of

2 Wilson‘s objectives was to divert Confederate attention from the
?{ Union initiative against Mobile, a major Confederate port. Had
v} Wilson not moved into Alabama, Forrest could have taken his
<+ forces south to engage Canby in defense of Mobile, Finally,

137

Wilson wanted to destror the Confederate war sustaining

) : capabilities. As & major Confederate industrial center and depot:

f; Seima‘’s capture might seriously cripple the Confederate ability
; to sustain its forces. Moreoever, the capture of Selma had the

Eﬁ psychological potential for undermining the Confederate wil) to

o fight,

>

k_ With regard to Wilson’s first two objectives, it’s safe to

bﬂ 33y he was decidedly successful, Because of Wilson’es action,

\‘::
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Forrest was neither able teo join Johnston to fight Sherman, naor
head scuth to help defend Mcbile, Cancerning Wilsones thrd
objective, he indeed succeeded in severely damaging Confederzts
war industries in Alabama. Unfortunately, the war ended tco scon
after the fall of Selma to judge whether the damage done by
Witson would have had a significant mpact on the South’'s war
tighting capabilities.
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Follow=Up Question
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What wae Forrest’s objective during the Selma Campaign and

o s
.
.

:j how may he have been better able to achieve that cbjective?
Discussion
5 Consistent with the South’s defencsive strategy, Forrest’c
. objective was the defense of his military department which
: ccuered Alabama, Miscsissippi, and eastern Louisiana. Familiar
et wt th the terrain, <fighting on home ground, and taking up strang
L defensive positions ostensibly could give Forrest a tactical and
ﬁ moral leg up on Wilson. In fact, when all the troops available
e to Forrest are tallied, Forrest had a number C(about 10,000)
e cemparable to Wilson‘s force. Nonetheless, Forrest faced
# cignificant obstacles (discucssed in responce to GQuestion 3,
¢ Follow-up) to achieving his objective. Ultimately, the
cumulative effect of those obstacles contributed to Forrect’s
5 faiture to achieve his objective,
f: On the other hand, could Forrest have achieved his objective
. by executing a different strategy or employing different

tactice? The answer to this question rests salely on conjecture.
But & discussion of this question should prompt students to think
creatively of how they would have acted if they were Forrect. 1If
the response to this question lags, ask the seminar if Forrect
should have surpricsed Wilson at Gravelly Springs? Or, chou'd
Forrest bhave had Chalmers and Jackson attack Wilson’s right
flank south of Ebenezer Church while Forrest and the remainder of

Sl

Ly

P g

s
a

»

) his <force attacked Wilson’s left flank tusing 2 double ¢lank
o attack in lieu of taking Wilson head-on)?

*,

2

u 1)

~$ 2. Lead=0£f Question

.

,

7 In your opinion, based on the events of the Selma Campszign, -
!f what principles of war did Wilson apply most effectively?

E: Discussion

iﬁ The Selma Campaign provides examples of Urnion applicaticn of
h_ each of the principles of war, but a subjective evaluation of the
3: hicstory of the campaign indicates Wilson most effectively applied
-: objective, offensive, surprise, security, mass, econcmy of force,

IAA,

4
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maneuver, timing and tempo, and logistics. For examples of the
application of those nine and the remaining three principles,
reference Chapter Four.

Eollow=Up Question

In comparison to Wilson, what principles of war did Forresct
apply most effectively?

Discussion

Forrest asgumed a defensive strategy virtually ruling out
the immediate application of principles like offensive and timing
and tempo. Regarding the remaining principles, it can be arqued
that Forrest applied none of them effectively inasmuch as his
strategr and tactice failed to achieve the objective. That
should not diminish, however, the recognition that Forrest
attempted to apply surprise, maneuver, and mass. Forrest =
efforts to apply those three principles, along with examples of
his efforts to apply the other principles of war, are discussed
in Chapter Four.

3. lLead=0£{f Question

In planning the prosecution of the Selma Campaign, what
would vou say were the foremost obstacles confronting Wilson?

Discussion

Wilson had ‘o negotiate many obstacles in prosecuting the
Seima Campaign, but four concerns must have weighed heavily on
hie mind. First, Wilson did not have an accurate estimate of
Forrest’s troop strength, the location of Confederate units, cor
Forrest‘s plan of battle. Only the capture of a Confederate
courier carrying important dispatches helped give Wilson a good
feel for the deployment of Forrest’s units and his overall
defensive plan., Second, Wilson’s corps had to traverse rugged
terrain including several river and stream crossings. Not only
could these <crossings slow his progress, but they created
vulnerable junctures the enemy could exploit. Third, the Unicn
corps’ route would not follow rail lines and Wilson had to ensure
his force was adequately supplied as they ventured deep in*c
enemy territory. Having his troops carry large amounts cof
ammunition and staple helped minimize supply train drag and
improve their mobility. Finally, Wilson faced very strong
fortifications as he planned the attack on Selma. Previous
combat experience demonstrated the difficulty of carrying such
tfortifications by frontal assault. To be sure, this obstacle was
significantly reduced by obtaining Millington’s sketches of the
Selma fortifications including the location of gun emplacements,
Whe ther you choose to credit luck, good planning, or &
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combrnation of both, Wilson succeeded in negotiating thece <fcur
cbetacles,

Eallow=lp Question

From the Confederate percpective, what were come of the moet
1 ficant obstacles confronting Forrest in executing the

ar
fernce of Alabama and Mississippi?

£i
de

Discussiaon

Above all, manpower had to be Forrest’ce major obstacle and
concern. His forces were weary from earlier battles and his core
cf experienced troops depleted. This forced Forrest to resort to

a2 widespread conscription of men who were of questionable
fighting ability. The morale of Forrest’s troops muct also be
questioned in that desertion became a problem as Forrest began
moving hie forces east toward Selma. In addition, all his
divisions and brigades were scattered about Alabama and
Micsicsippi making it difficult to concentrate his farces

rapidly, Forrest’s second obstacle was his uncertainty of the
Urrorn objective and this only exacerbated his manpower problems.
In other worde, Forrest did not Know early on where Wilson was
headed and this made choosing a location at which to ccoalesce his
scattered forces all the more difficult. Finally, as with
Wilson, a sizeable portion of Forrest’s foces had to traverse
rugged terrain., The late recognition by Forrest of Wilson's
abjective only served to amplify the criticality of rapid
Corifederate troop movements across rugged terrain. The failure of
Forrest’s forcee to maneuver successfully, in large noart,
contributed to Forrest’s failure to defend Alabama,
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* See note at bottom of p.43.

THE OPPOSING FORCES

Lavalry Lorps, Militacy Despartiment of the Mississippi

Commander - Bvt. Major General James H. Wilson
Escort - Fourth U.S. Cavalry - Lt. William O0’Connel]

Eirst Diuision - Brigadier General Edward M. McCook

Artillery - Indiana Light, 18th Battery - Captain Moses M.
Beck

First Brigade - Brigadier General John T. Croxton

Regiments:

8th lowa - Colonel Joseph B. Dorr

4th Kentucky - Mounted Infantry - Colonel Robert M, Kelly
éth Kentucky -~ Major William H. Fidler (captured April é’,
Captain Edmund Penn

2nd Michigan - Lt. Colonel Thomas W. Johnston

Second Brigade - Colonel Oscar H. LaGrange

Regiments:

2nd Indiana (Battalion) - Captain R.S5. Hill (wounded éApril 2
and 16> - Captain J.B. Williams

4th Indiana - Lt. Colonel! Horace P. Lamson

4th Kentucky - Colonel Wickliffe Cooper

7th Kentucky - Lt., Colonel William W. Bradley (wounded April
12) - Major A.S. Bloom

1st Wisconsin - Lt. Colonel Henry Hanlon (wounded April 1&)

Second Division - Brigadier General Eli Long (wounded
April 2) - Colonel R.H.G. Minty

Artillery - Illinois Light, Chicago Board of Trade Battery -
Captain George 1. Robinson

First Brigade - Colonel Abram 0. Miller (wounded April 2 -
Colonel Jacob G. Vail - Lt, Colonel! Frank White
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W Regiments:

l 98th Iltincie - Lt. Colonel Edward Kitchell

o 123rd Illincis - Lt. Colonel J. Biggs (wounded April 2, -

= Captain Owen Wiley

» 17th Indiana ~ Colonel Jacob G. Vail, Lt. Colonel Frank :
N9 White, Major John J. Weiler

0 72nd Indiana - Lt, Colone! Chester G. Thompson

22—

Second Brigade - Colonel R.B, Minty - Lt. Colonel Horace M.
Howland

B A A

A_A_A, 4,

Fegiments:
4th Michigan = Lt, Colonel Benjamin O. Pritchard

3rd Ohio - Lt. Colonel Horace N. Howland - Major D.E.
Livermore

N

,ﬂ 4th Ohio - Lt. Colone! George W. Dobbs (killed April 2 -
jﬁ Captain William W. Shoemaker

) ?th Pennsyivania - Colonel Charles C. McCormickK (wounded
:ﬁ April 25 - Lt. Colone) James F. Andress

%

:; Eourth Diuision - Bvt. Major General Emory Upton

Y

r

‘;:; Artillery - Fourth U.S., Battery I, Lt. George B. Rodney
Y

e

Firet Brigade - Bvt. Brigadier Genera! Edward F. Winslow

:

[

Regiments:

3rd lowa - Colonel John W. Noble

4th Iowa - Lt. Colonel John H. Peters

10th Missouri - Lt. Colonel Frederick W, Benteen

? S

CAAR

.:‘-

Second Brigade - Bvt. Brigadier General Andrew J. Alexander

Regiments:

Sth Iowa - Colonel J. Morris Young

tet Ohio ~ Colonel Beroth B. Eggleston
7th Ohio - Colonel Israel Garrard

o
LA

XA

W,

o
)
77
}3 Cavalcy Cocps, Depactment of Alabama, Mississippi and
"~ East Lauisiana
I.tJ
3} Commander - Lieutenant General Nathan Bedford Forrest .
;h Escort - Colonel Robert McCulloch’s Second Missouri

. Br i gade
&
a: CLhalmers’ Diuision - Brigadier General James R. Chalmers
¢

.,

U]
‘: Brigadier General Frank C. Armstrong’s Miscsissippi
'éa Brigade
) Brigadier General Wirt Adams’ Mississippi Brigade
E: Brigadier General Peter B, Starke’'s Miscissippi Brigade
~‘
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’_ JacksonZs Diuisiaon -~ Brigadier General William H. Jackson
l Colone!l Tyree H., Bell’s Tennessee Brigade

N Colonel Edward W. Rucker’s Tennessee Brigade

General L. S. Ross’ Texans

Buford’s Boigads - Brigadier General! A, Buford

"N
3 Roddax’s Brigads - Brigadier General Philip D. Roddey
L] ﬁ
s Ceossland’s Brigads - Colone! Edward Cross!and
A
O
I.Il‘

additional Eoccaes - State Militias under,

yd

Major General Howell Cobb

Major General G.W. Smith

Brigadier General Felix H. Robertson
Brigadier General Daniel W. Adams
Brigadier General R.C. Tyler

Note: This Appendix is a compilation of unit citations extracted from
sources cited within this text.
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